February 18"
8 p.m.

The Jimmy Carter Presidential Library L Museum Theater

" ﬁ . n .
uo.uu..u.uau.uuuuu.uuuuu

o X
The PRESINENCY and NATIGNAL IBENTITY
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Defining Americans: The Presidency and National Identity
By
Mary Stuckey

Throughout history, U.S. presidents by their very utterances have shaped our sense of who we are as Americans.
As Mary Stuckey observes, presidents embrace, articulate, and reinvigorate our sense of national identity. They
define who Americans are—often by declaring who they aren’t. In this book, she shows how presidential

speech has served to broaden the American political community over the past two centuries while at the same
time excluding others.

“Presidents claim to speak for ‘we the people.” Stuckey’s bold and insightful book deconstructs the rhetoric
through which presidents have excluded and even vilified some Americans even as they have included and
acclaimed others. Through fascinating case studies of some of our best and worst presidents, Stuckey compels
us to confront the powerful part that all have played in defining who we are.”--Bruce Miroff, author of Icons of
Democracy: American Leaders as Heroes, Aristocrats, Dissenters, and Democrats.

MARY E. STUCKEY is professor of communication and political science at Georgia State University and
author of Strategic Failures in the Modern Presidency; The President as Interpreter-in-Chief; and Playing the
Game: The Presidential Rhetoric of Ronald Reagan.

Mary Stuckey’s lecture on Presidential rhetoric is Open to the Public at

No Charge.



